Hon. Geoff Howard

47 Little Bridge 

BALLARAT 3350
Dear Mr Geoff Howard
Re: FEED-IN TARIFFS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION

Ballarat Renewable Energy and Zero Emissions Inc [BREAZE] is a community based organisation dedicated to facilitating expedient means by which residents of the Ballarat region may install renewable energy systems in their homes.

Since its inception in November 2006 BREAZE has grown to over 150 members and established six working groups dedicated to reducing greenhouse gas [GHG] emissions across the local community.

BREAZE recognises and supports the urgency of increasing the amount of electricity generated from renewable sources.

Solar generating systems installed on private residences is an integral component of reducing Victoria’s eco-footprint, improving the efficiency of power generation during the summer peaks and countering the need to upgrade existing infrastructure..

We urge the government to implement the policy initiative, ‘Tackling Climate Change – Helping Families Play Their Part’, announced at the last state election by legislating as soon as possible:

· A mandated feed-in rate of 60 cents per kilowatt hour;

· That this sum be payed for fifteen years once a solar system is connected to the grid; and,

· The rate be paid on the entire output of the system via gross production monitoring.

The experience of at least forty other schemes implemented overseas is evidence that there are environmental, social and economic benefits to be accrued. Namely a reduction in GHG emissions, industry development and the creation of jobs.

Yours respectfully

Graeme Drysdale

On behalf of the

BREAZE Committee

P.O. Box 319

BALLARAT WEST 3350


c.c
Hon John Thwaites

Hon. Steve Bracks

Hon Peter Batchelor
